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Locatlion, Lute ond History

Ihis shurch stards on the porth side of the kain Sireest, Just
wert of the Albawny Fost koad in %he Villuge of Fishkill, Butchess
Uounty, P.ooY. Or the east side of the ost Hoad, south of the
Bein Street, is Irinity {(irotestant Episcopal) Church, drawings of
which arsz wlso included in the distoric American Buildings Survey.

The Kev. frurcis w. lip, . B., .o preuched the sernon on
Sept. 12, 18686, «% the 15ith arniversary of the founding of the Duteh
ieformed Church, was pastor from 1836 to 1870. In that sermon he
sait! that the vecoros of uie crures, itk the exaeention of 8 voluwe

n the Dutnh lungusge, covering the reriod froaa 1728 4o about 1768,
vere lost andprobubly teyond recovery.  The 041y recerds ther in
gossasglon of the church sirnce 1768, with the excaption uf sone
cccasiontl conslistoriu) minmutes, were thoss comsenced Ly “ls incnadiate
wedecessor €8 pastor, the hev. Geo. H. Figher, in 1230. For the

inturvening

fie vears fro. 177 to 1630, raliunce wust be oad, he said
upon "the rrinted winutes of &ynod,h upor the Tiadings of otwer his-
torians of Pigh%ill, ard upon tradiiion. it “l"'ﬂ special eredit to
the regresrshes of the Kev.e Oliver . Corb, of tosensll, -~z of his
gontemporaries.

tx ooavieve Lhe cerly ol tler e wie land st Fishrill, frowm the
wombout Patent of 1665 cown to the founding of this'Church in 1716,

7nen the kefeorned Dutel Lhurches of beth Poughkeepsie and Fisk¥ill

were organlizod. Yormed ung eollaglate uhurge, being served

hy ore pastor and huving sowe of their preoperty in camaon. This con~
tinuad until 1772, in 1790, tovevar, ihe Figh™ill oburch “lssoned of
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suvsceriptions bo oulld & coursh,

e resordoad Lo the Docussntuary jlst. of M. Y., Vol i, L in

built, gavs [r. ilp, tut the Church vias not
vet iucorperated.

"The first chured was bullt of shtene," Ye sava, Muiih cortrolss
in the will. Tre reof cume up froo ¢eck tids 5o %he senidve of the
building. Tre window seshes wers ssde of ivon, or sone wind of metal,

-

the panss of glass veing very smli, o sisll cupela wes on ths top of

che bullding in which the bell was bung.

L1 R L | - N : L H ; ' (

shen this Lell cocmns unserviosabls ls vob kiown. vy inforzant
remewbers seeing iy during her exildhoced in the lower purt of the orese

ent church vulldlng...about 1822 w bell was purchaged, which vws the
First ever “ung in <he steeple of the ~resent buildin

becuwue unservicesble, and the Lell cilice and now used was puardiassd

e first chureh frovisd on the street, wid when L6 Sefene rae

cassary l¢ erect w larger wund .nre coamodious sdiflce, and the present

edifice was roared, =8 wuch ws could bs ws retulred of the original

Fighiill Lere orgunized bty the

Rev. retrug Yas in the vuer 1718, dosfor iy rives briel biographies

28
Bim ang 118 SUCCOLE0r S. Treir rarer are also set forth on one of

the several tublets in the church.
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of the wvillage durisg the Revolution. fisnwlll was the ohn!

ository for the illit i hogyl PN I
P ¥ Yor the wililtery and hospital stors: of the sortliern divis tons
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of “ashingtonts arwy, and the wrmy buarrseiks were extensive. The

Village wus also the scene of the (onventlon of delegrtes appointed to ¢
transact govsrnment buﬁ;ness for New York State bofore the Jtate Con-

stitution was fcrmuluted. & review of events in this connection is

f3tting.

Un Thursday, aug. 28, 1778, the Irovinecial Convention, in sessicn
at %White Plains, resolved to wset "in ths Bnglish church st Fish Zills
on ionduy next Sept. 2 at 9 o'clock.” 1t wss also ordered "That the
Treasurer of Sgate and the Secretaries of the Conventlon do inwsedlutely
rencve with the trewsury and records of this Siute to Fish Xills, in
Dushes county, and that they there join the Conventim at 9 o'clock on
dorday vext" (f,pt 2). (fee the Jourmals of the srovincial Congress,
Jrevineisl Convention, Committee of jafety and Coumcil of Zafety of the
ttate of Few vork, printed at Albany, L0&4es)

In that two-volwue work the vital transactions relating to our
deferices, movenients of 4rocps, supplies, ste. ure detuiled in resolutions,
orders and correspondence. He find it recorded in Vol. I, H. 809, that
the Convention met "in the Eypiscopw] shurch st Pishkill" on Sept. 5, 1778,
as orderad; but the first business aentioned under that date is: "This
ehurch being very foul with the dung of doves und fowls, without any
benches, seals or othsr convenlences whatevar, which renders it unfit for
the use of this Uonvention. Therefore they unanimously agreed to ud=-
Journ to the Duteh church in *hws village, and adjourned to the same
agcordlr oly.

"The Convention et at the Dutch echurch at Fish Zill »ursuant to
the above uwdjournwent.”

The transactions of the Hepresentatives of the Feople of the State
of #aw York from Aug. 29, 1776, to Teb. 11, 1777, inclusive, were con-
ducted in the Dutek Church (Itid,pp. 599 to 802-3). Then the conven~
tion moved te Zingston. (IBIT., p. 803.)

The resalution passed in Fishitlll regurding this intsnded move
stoted thut Fishkill wes "too small to afford proper accom.odations for
the Corvention and those whe wve business with the »nublic.”  4also, 1%
wus ordored that the meabers chould "write letters to the comuittees of
their respective counties enclesing cooies of this resolution, and
infora them thut it is the intention of the Housme as soon as they awet
in dirgston, to proceed to the business of forming a plan of government,
reguesting then to notify the mewburs thereof, wnd requesting their
attendance."

Aftesr the Constitution had bzeen adopted at Kingston on April- 20,
1777, it wes necessary to bring it to Wishkill to be orinted; for only
in thdt villuge could be found a press on which to orint their first grest

0 _ fundamental law of representative government. The printing was done by
<

Samuel Loudon, a Whig editor and orinter of HNew York City +ho had retired
with his press to Fishkill when the British spproached Haw York.
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"?ﬁgshington*s sword new in the WHational suseum (and formerly in the

Patent Offico) wes .ade by "J. Bailey, Fisweill". ir. Beiley wae a
member ofjﬁhis shurc¢h. |

Officers' heudquarters were in the dwelling known to readers of
"The Spy" as the Vhurton House. Irinity Church and later the Presby-
.terian Church were used as hospitals.

“in our old ehurch,” continues Lr. Kip, "the Tory and other pris-
oners were confined, and from this building fradition tenches us that
Harvey Birch {Enoch Urosby), having been arrested we a spy, sffected
his esecape.”

Both Laluyetts and Washlington were in Fieghicill.

The Kev. Isaac Rysdyck, a learned theologian, who wae installed
as pastor in Sept., 1765, cnntinueﬁ big alnistry ut the Fishkill chursch

during the devolution and until hig death in 1790.

Building the Church

Lr. #ip saiﬁ thaet he could not learn the preciss time of the ersction
of the present church adifice, but from informumtion derived years before
from aged members he had reuson to think it was "itiwiediately after the
close of the reavolutionary war, sbout the veaur 1784." A tublet placed
during the 175th anniversary says 1738.

vihen this enlurgement of the building took lace, the burial plot
of ladam Catharyna Irett, widow of Lieut. Roger Bretd and daughter of
Francis Hombout, a zrantee of the Roubout Presinct, wue coversd by the
gxtension. the saned tre ground-title »f & 'urge surt of northern
Dutchess Cournty under the Roibout Pulfent, and died in Fishkill in 1764.
Her reamairs and those of sone ol her descendants nou repose undernsuth
the present =difice.

Ime lwhor of rebuilding wus performed zrautultously by thie congre-

gation, who turred out in farce with horses, oxen, carts and negro




5.

3

. First Reformed Duteh Church - Fishkill - h N.\(}'
' : ' ' ' ' - Fosu
slaves to haul tiuwber, stons, Yi.e, shingles, eto., to ths site. s

(Smith, Hist. of Dutchess Co:; 1877} .

Reverting to Kip's discourse: "At a aeeting of the Consistory,
held ¥ay 12, 1790, Va committes was appointed to investigate the
accounts of the subscripiion list for the building of the Low Dutsh
Chureh at Pishkill Town,' and a contract was antered into for finishing
the churéb, accor?irg to wrilttean articles, Uct. 27, 1700, Tt was
resolvéd that wews in ths church should be exposed to sule on Monday,
Hove B

."On Leg. 12, 1730, the {onsistory wsked of iir. Barnes his account

moin roaring

e

the spire of the charch.  On June 25,

for work done by &
1793, the Uensistory fook measures for finishing the steesple.

"On June 1, 1795, the bill for finishing the new pulpit, suounting
to sbout 375,'#&3 presentad to the‘COﬁsistory. n Dec. 26, 1726, the
treasurer records payuent for & spindle ball, ste., for-the steeple of
‘£ 46, 14 s, 2 d. On aug. 17, 1796, the Consistory examined the ace-
ounts rendsred for finighing of ths ehwreh."  (Ibid., pp. 46-47.)

"Verious wlterations were mude at different times in the interior
of the church bhuilding- [:A commemorative tablet in the church says
1806-1820-1854-1882-] The iron rogs by .nich the gulleries had been
fastened to the walls wers removed and wooden pillers placed urdarneath
tosustain them. Tre pulpit, which origirolly stood in the wmiddle of
the northern side, wae trareferresd to the re;r of the church, und the
door of entrance on the oplosite side ocpering wvirectly on the atrest was
clesed [1826], & door beirg operned on the front ime distely under the
spiré. This change recessarily effectrd u chunge in the position of

the pews on the ground floor.

"In 1854 the internal mrrangesent of the building was entirely
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leFlStH
altereds. ..o old high and unscomfortable pews were removed und ro- 7

placed by others wuch pera convenlent o the occuyan S The galleries
wers narrowed and lgwéreﬂ. The venerable old pulpit, with its high
sound inghouard {oftentimes to strangerz the ocoasion of fear lest it
might suddenly fall on the preacher), was turen out, and the rear wall
of the shurch huving heean sartiully rewoved, a new pulpit sus placed
in the recsss sone sight or ten Ffeet back ¢f the site of the 0ld, giving
us » wide aisle in front =f the desk and an additiona]‘row of Leiss

"4 furnace was placed beneath the church, und t'us the room form-
2rly occupied by the stoves becwuws available. By the changsr thus
sude some fifteen or esighteen pevs sere added’. {EE&E., B &85,

‘hen the 200th anviversary of the Church was held, during the four
days baginning on Sundey, Oct. 22,_1916, the 0ld communion ssrvice
#hich had been ir the custody of the Ketropolitan Lussum of Yeuw York for
two vears, was takon to Fishkill. The irsoription on the tankard is as
follows:

"Pracented by Sumuel Verplunck, wsy., To the Pirst heforisd Dutsl

-
-

-3

Church in the Touwn of Tishkill= To Conuemorste wr. wglebert Huff, by

birth a Yorweglian, in bhis life Time atisched to the Life Suards of the

Prince of Uranze (afteriards Ying willisem III of knmland), he resided

for a number of rewurs Ln this cowtry and died with urblemished reputut-

jon &t Fishkill, 21 larcbh, 17685, acec 128 Years.% Pisqiril) Jarmary 158207

(22d ann. keport, a:. Heenic & Mistaric Frescrvation Soe., 1917, pp.
287-98.) . A notice of the death of this remurkable aan was published

in the Gentlemsn's iagazine, Lordon, for kurch, 1785, with further

.

particulars of his carser. then a boy of twelve, he asard the nevs

that Charles the First hud just been behowdad {(Jun. 30, 1649).
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srehitectural Features . g -

The church is built of stone with brick gquoins at the corners and .
arcund the openings; the stone is covered with stucco, whioch, contrastu -:
ing with the red brick, gives a .wost pleasing sffect. dudging froimn the
Victorian character of the uuin cornice bhere cun be Titile doubt that
it was chanrad from the original, probubly .t some tine in the SCt's or
garTly 90'= shan Lhe reof us Leing ronswed. ‘

A ouricus fewbure of the exterior is the tower supuoriting the
belfry and spire. %hile the stons and brick construction is carrlied

for the tower to the height where the gable breaks wouinst it, wbove
this line 1t is continued in wood-=siding and corner bourds--following
the lines below.  #hethsr this wuss done becauss of the difficulty of
supporting the .wwsonry wall &t the back or for some othsr remson is a
question.

From the thinness of the walls as compursd to the wain wells, it
segms probable thut the tuo flat-roofed vestibules were added ut & later
date and that orizinslly thers was only the one aain entrance through
the tovere.

{m the south facude thure vas a sids entrance but this was changed
tuler .hen the nteating systes was irstalled and a rew chimney vias built
ageingt the north wall. At thet tims the sids entrance was used Lo
Zgive accevs by » stalr down to the boller room in the cellar. Inis

vas weconn'ished very ingeniously within che limite of the exterior wall
. o "

by forming o bulltheud to line with fhe =xisting wirdow eille, rutting

o+
;
&
jo}
1]

sers on the ocutside exactly e they were. Fhen the mne door is
opened, ons is faced with & cramped entrancge-ubout twe and o half feet

highweto the cellar, and it is accesgible only from the exterior, but the
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architecturul appearance renains unharned
datsailed drawing on Sheet 78.
The framing for the roof and for the spire wnd belfry is interest-
ing. The roof trusses, %paced enly 3'«8" on centors, present the
;

the appesarancs of s forest; they wndoubiaesly rere spaced so ¢lossly

Prom the

0%

bscause they origirally carrisd the balcony which was hmun
coiling. The present posts and ornate waod brackats at present under
the baleony were added Juter.  Saith (previcusly cited; says thut the
original level halccony was s8¢ high ebove bths Tloor thuh The ainistor
sould not see tha oscupants froa ths pulpiy, and during the 1854 alisr-
sticre it wes reconstruetad to thé nreseat olan,

The Firs cornices of tha belfry and touer wals one hope that some
day the suin cornise -ay be restored to its original ocondition und the

Y,

bullding regain more of it origl al beavnty. (From fislownabes of the

AP S0 s 0 AN R

Thooes . “otohkies
118 Paie Btreet, bockekill, .Y,

Approved: /Q‘A ‘ Mjr%@,:\\

JG st 253 i F



